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A Letter from Martha Gleason 
Make a Dream a Reality 

Dear Friends, 
 
As another exciting year at JWBC rapidly comes to an end, I have been 
given the honor of addressing you one-on-one in this newsletter and I’m 
super excited about it! 
 
Having made the improbable journey from the corporate world to a full-
fledged entrepreneur, I’ve been fortunate to serve as a mentor to several 
women making their own entrepreneurial journeys. Like many of you, I 
remember what it was like when I first thought about getting started. 

 

I had already spent many years working in the corporate environment, but I always dreamed of applying 
my passion to doing my own thing. While in my corporate position, I became involved with the JWBC 
Advisory Board. It was during this time I began to understand that my dream of being an entrepreneur did 
not have to be simply a dream - that it could actually be a reality. JWBC has been part of this journey and 
along the way, I have met terrific people through this organization.  
 
Since it’s inception, JWBC has gone on its own exciting journey and this past year saw the launch of a 
new chapter in its history with new programming and initiatives. I am extremely excited to formally unveil 
the establishment of the Society of Small Businesses, a new JWBC initiative that aims to give our small 
business community an opportunity to take part in advancing the success of women entrepreneurs.  
 
Society of Small Businesses members will receive several benefits that will help to promote their business 
while connecting with JWBC resources and programs. To learn more, please visit www.jaxwbc.com.  
 
Of course, the most important benefit is that you will be giving women who once thought being an 
entrepreneur was just a dream - the tools to make it a reality!  
 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Martha Gleason, VIDAL Market Insights 

 

  

  

North Florida Affiliate Program 

What a tremendous evening for the Northeast 
Florida Affiliate Program! Attendees were thrilled 
to meet the ageless Hollywood star, Dorothy 
Johnson who roused up a standing ovation. As a 
print model and TV and film actress, Dorothy was 
chosen by the United States Marine Corps to be 
their official USMC Miss Leatherneck and has 
been the only one since!  
 
Ellen Sullivan caught everyone up on the latest 
developments and exciting upcoming JWBC 
events while enjoying a delicious array of 
appetizers from Chriss Brown from 927 Events.  
 
The evening continued with an enlightening 
discussion as Kristy Alexander, Founder and 
CEO of Apple Rose Beauty interviewed Meg 
Rose, Vice President, Field President of Firehouse 
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Subs about her journey of franchising in the 
challenging restaurant industry.  
 
Thank you to Paul Stewart for his photography 
services. And thank you to everyone who came - 
we look forward to seeing you all at our next event! 
You can view photos from the event on our 
Facebook page.  
 
Interested in becoming a member?  
 
The Northeast Florida Affiliate Community is a 
local membership program that offers dual 
membership with ATHENA International. By 
incorporating modern tools, technology and 
strategies we aim to educate, mentor and develop 
leaders locally, nationally and internationally and 
connect communities. Learn more about becoming 
a member here.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

To purchase tickets or a table of 8 click here  
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A Success Story 

 
“Be patient, be assertive, be determined and trustworthy and good 
things will come your way.” Such a powerful quote from fellow 
entrepreneur, Helga Langthon. From forensics to confections, this is 
one determined individual the Jacksonville Women’s Business Center 
truly enjoys seeing grow. From starting SOHO Network Solutions with 
her husband to teaming with her sister, Pilar, and starting a new 
business called Mocha Misk'i, a brownie shop located in downtown 
Jacksonville, Helga is always fueling her passion for business. 
 
Helga was able to truly leverage local resources when she began 

participating in the Jacksonville Women’s Business Center programs. “The JWBC classes offered have 
allowed me to grow in my knowledge, and have a better grasp on several aspects of my business. From 
programs such as Financial Matters to Marketing Matters, the classes are great! I not only learn a 
tremendous amount of knowledge, but connecting with others within my community is invaluable," she 
says. 
  
Continue reading her story here.  

 

 

 

 

  
  

  

 

Entrepreneurial Saturday was on Fire! 

Fabulous. Fierce. On Fire. Yes, this describes the group of women who came together for Entrepreneurial 
Saturday led by Stacie P. Smith of SPS Coaching as the principles of ATHENA Leadership resonated 
throughout the day. The group enjoyed several exercises from the book, The Fire Starter Sessions, which 
created a wonderful buzz of insightful thinking. Here are some awesome quotes that were heard in the 
meeting:  
 
"I find ways to stay innovative in my business admist my challenges." 
"I'm here because I love the Jacksonville Women's Business Center and all that it has taught me!" 
"It's great to be a here in a room of supportive women." 
"It's important to be the best version of ourselves." 
"Learning is a sponge, take it all in." 
"You have to up your game to move to the next level." 
 
Stacie was able to draw stories from attendees on which ATHENA principle related to them the most. 
They were thrilled to have a platform to share their innermost thoughts and life lessons learned. The 
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feedback was wonderful: "Stacie was amazing and intentional. I thoroughly enjoyed today's event and am 
leaving excited about my future and overflowing with inspiration!"  
 
For our most up-to-date event calendar, be sure to visit us on our website or Facebook.  

 

  

  

JWBC SBA Roundtable Series  
 
 
The JWBC SBA Roundtable Series of informative classes 
continues, so join us for our next class. Each series brings 
participants different educational aspects of business ownership 
and development. 
 
Government Contracting/8(a) BD Program: Kenneth Hamilton, 
NFDO’s Supervisor, Business Development  
Government Contracting/Historically Underutilized Business Zone 
(HUBZone) Program: Jay Choi, NFDO HUBZone Coordinator  
 
Date: Thursday, September 13 
Time: 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Location: SBA North Florida District Office  
7825 Baymeadows Way, Suite 100B  
Jacksonville, FL 32256  
 
The series is free, but you must register: Registration link  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

WBO News  

The Women Business Owners of Northeast Florida's 
mission is to inspire women business owners to grow 
through networking, education, and support. With 
monthly lunch and dinner meetings and special events, 
they are several ways to connect.  
Visit their website at www.jaxwbo.org.  

 

  

  

Sponsor Spotlight 
 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Zelen Risk Solutions for their 
ongoing support of JWBC's mission to expand entrepreneurial and economic 
development for women in Northeast Florida.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

STAY CONNECTED 

  

 

 
Be sure to follow us on Facebook and  

tag us on Twitter with the hashtag #jaxwbc 
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For more information, please contact the Jacksonville Women's Business Center at 
(904) 366-6600 ext. 7795 or jwbc@myjaxchamber.com  
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